Be the Chalkboard Champion of Your Own Book!
by Terry Lee Marzell

When I became a teacher in 1981, I
started keeping a collection of
items that marked my activities and
successes in the classroom. I kept
the sweet little notes from
students and the praise letters
from their parents, the thank you
cards from colleagues and the
district office for the extra
services I performed, photographs
of special projects or activities
we worked on, the newspaper
clippings about the programs I
initiated, the evaluation forms I
was especially proud of, and any
awards I received.

I just kept these things in a file folder until, a few years
later, when I became a scrapbooking enthusiast, I decided

to transfer them all to a simple scrapbook. I arranged the
items in chronological order, mounted some of them on school-
themed scrapbook paper, and placed them in clear plastic page
protectors. I also combed through old school yearbooks to
photocopy published pictures of me at work in the classroom, on
field trips with the kids, or chaperoning various school events.
When the scrapbook was completed, I realized that what lay
before me was a record of many classroom successes and an
archive of my professional achievements.

Personally, I found my book to be a great source of solace
during those periods of my career when I questioned whether or
not I had made a serious vocational error! Also, I think it will
make a nice table display when I eventually retire. But
seriously, a book like this can become a valuable tool whenever
you need to make a list of your accomplishments; if you're
looking for a new job or applying for that summer institute, for
instance. Think about creating one for yourself. You can be the
chalkboard champion of your own book!



